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Soetsu Yanagi®s field research in Korea and research on the modernity of
discourse on Korean folk art
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Through an analysis of the text of Soetsu Yanagi®s survey of Korea conducted

in the early Showa period, 1 examined changes from the aesthetic theory of Korean crafts in the
Taisho period. Yanagi®s discourse on Korean crafts during the Taisho period tended to emphasize the
uniqueness of the Korean nation in contrast to Japan and China. In contrast, in the early Showa
period, after the Mingei movement began, he gradually began to focus on individual production areas
and products. While taking a critical look at the modernizing Seoul, he also turned a nostalgic gaze
to the folk craft villages in the periphery of Jeolla Province, overlapping them with a utopia of
folk craft production. This perspective was brought to the Korean peninsula from their perspective
after researching folk art in Japan. While he saw the value of the regions of Korea as folk craft
production areas, he also gave them the meaning of a folk craft utopia.
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