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This research is an attempt to reconsider the functions of "critique" in
relation to the relocation of the historical moment of "Romanticism”, and to examine how problems of
critique have been lived outside of the modern West, which generated them, through the question of

"Japanese modernity,"” in order, finally, to investigate transformations of the status of the "
literary” in modern societies, beyond the horizon of the West. After four years of research, | have
been able to shed new light on the significance of Romantic modernity today, introducing such
viewpoints as the rise of American TV dramas as a "philosophical art”, the historical role of
Japanese pop culture, the question of Asian plurality, David Graeber®s anthropological perspective.
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