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Using descriptions by experiment participants’ of video clips depicting

causal events as well as their acceptability judgements of the sentences that my consultants and I
prepared as sentences describing the video clips, the present study investigated the issue of how
factors of directness of causation are iconically reflected in the degrees of the morphosyntactic
integration of the constructions used to describe the events. It found an overall tendency toward
iconicity though there were some crosslinguistic differences in the effects of specific factors on
the choice of constructions. As output from this research, I organized a theme session (“Causation

in discourse and cognition: Crosslinguistic perspectives'™) at an international conference, gave
conference presentations, and published papers.
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