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The purpose of this study is to present the use of the perspectives of “
rhetorical function” and “ decontextualization” in the analysis of various discourse in daily
life. Using the taxonomy of “ rhetorical function analysis” , we analyzed data from the “ Corpus of
Everyday Japanese Conversation” and “ Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written Japanese”
constructed by the National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics(NINJAL), data on
children®s compositions, data on elderly people®s discourse, and data to be included in the
Multi-generational Conversation Corpus” under construction at the NINJAL. As a result of analyzing
the data, it became clear that the * rhetorical function” and the “ decontextualization index”
were characterized by the topic in common with the data, and that there were characteristics
depending on individual differences and the age of the children.
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