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Alignment change and voice alternation in Japanese: A corpus based study

Yanagida, Yuko
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This research focuses on changes in the case system from the perspective of
linguistic typology, within the context of historical studies of the Japanese language.
Cross-linguistically, changes in case systems are triggered by the historical alternation of voice
(e.g., from accusative-type passive to ergative-type transitive verbs). Old Japanese (around the 8th

century) exhibits characteristics of an active-stative case system. To clarify the relationship
with voice during the process of change to the nominative-accusative system from the Heian period
onward, 1 conducted an empirical study on how the case system changes by collecting large-scale data
from the Corpus of Historical Japanese (National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics)
and the Oxford-NINJAL Corpus of Old Japanese (National Institute for Japanese Language and
Linguistics, University of Oxford).



2006

(Differential Subject Marking (de Hoop 2009 )

(2007, 2014, Yanagida& Whitman 2009, Yanagida(2018) )

(A) ®

Frellesvig, Horn & Yanagida
(2015), Frellesvig, Horn & Yanagida (2018) Oxford Corpus of Old Japanese(OCOJ) (
) (specificity)
(Differentia Object Marking (DOM))

DOM
)
1 (
) (Allen 1950, Matthews 1952 ) 2) (anticausative)
( )(Bynon 2005) 3) (antipassive) ( )
(Anderson 1988 ) 4) ( Malchukov2008)
5) ( )(Harrisand Campbell 1995)

(CHJ) ( ) (8 ) (17~18 )



Starostaet al.

(1982)
(reanalysis) (extension) (
Harrisand Campbell (1995: 50-51) ) (nominalization)
(A) S
€
Benveniste (1952) (possessive)
(CHJ) ( )
8 18
(Yanagida& Whitman 2009) (Aldridge 2011)
(Haig 2008) Gildea1999
Aldridge Edith (Academia Sinica)
2
A
B

Harris & Campbell (1995:258)

16

( 1985



(Alexiadou & Iordachioaia (2014))

S

phrase)

Marking(NCCM))

NCCM

NCCM

NCCM

(causer)
(by-
(Non- Canonical Case
(epiphenomenon) 16
NCCM
NCCM
NCCM



5 5 3 4

Yanagida Yuko 12

The origin of dative subjects and psych predicate constructions in Japanese 2022

Journal of Historical Linguistics 282 316
DOI

10.1075/jh1.20023.yan

Aldridge Edith and Yuko Yanagida 38

Two types of alignment change in nominalizations 2021

Diachronica 314-357
DOI

10.1075/dia.19044.ald

Yuko Yanagida

The psych predicate alternation and alignment change:The case in Earlier Japanese

The 24th International Conference on Historical Linguistics

2019

2023

400




Frellesvig Bjarke and Satoshi Kinsui

2023

Mouton de Gruyter

600

Handbook of Historical Japanese Linguistics




