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Reseach on Japanese accents based on dynamic tone styles
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This study revealed several aspects of tonal dynamics of Japanese accents.
(1) Analysis of spontaneously uttered speech of Tokyo dialect: Two specific intonation styles in
monologue talks were reported. One is prominent-type intonation including saliently uttered
accentual phrases, and the other is monotonously spoken non-prominent-type. Causes of the delayed
pitch-falling that acccent position shifts onto succeeding syllable were clarified. A structural
model of dynamic pitch frequency contour in Japanese accentual phrase was proposed to comprehend
tone dynamics of Japanese. (2) Accent of Hokkaido dialect: There is a marked tendency that
penultimate morae of words are accented, and the tendency is closely related to the hearing
sensation of the dialect. (3) Contrastive study on south-eastern Asia tone languages: In prominent
expression to highlight a word in Thai language, syntactical expressions using change of word order,
or addition of emphasis or focused word are predominant.
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