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This study formally recognizes Merge as an operation that applies to the
workspace and yields a new workspace as output, and examines how exactly Merge operates, satisfying
general third factor principles and language-specific conditions. Drawing data from English and
Japanese, the comparative study of these two distinct languages demonstrates that in each language,
the application of Merge is highly constrained by the two general conditions, which preserve and
restrict accessibility to computation. Under this new conception of Merge, the proposed analysis has

a number of important consequences, and promises to open new horizons in the continuing quest for
explanation in the generative enterprise.
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2 Lectures on Government and Binding (Chomsky 1981, De Gruyter Mouton)
( [John [bought [flowers]]] ) ([ 1 1)
+
(3) The Minimalist Program (Chomsky 1995, MIT Press)

Merge (o, B) ={at, B}
(externalization)

(1) 2000
(Merge (o, B) ={o., B})

(Merge (a, B) = {a, B))

([ L 1 ) ([John [bought [flowers]]])
(Il 1 ) ([flowers [that John
bought]]) ( D ([from John])

(Merge (a, ) = {a, B})

(Merge (o, B) = {a1, BY)
a P o, B, {ou B} {a, B}
a B 1



(2) 1980
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2 Chomsky et al. 2017
(Merge (X, Y) ={X, Y}) X Y
X, Y, {X, Y} {X, Y} X Y

) X, Y {X, Y} X,V
X, v} Chomsky (2020)
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(parasitic gap constructions) (control constructions)

(empty
categories)
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