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In the study of ancient Japanese, it is imﬁortant to distinguish between
characters and notations, and it is significant to compare kana (phonetic characters) with kunnji
(phonetic characters) and to conduct a statistical survey of words rather than characters alone. In
addition, we took a parallel view of the acceptance of kango (Chinese), one of the word varieties of
Japanese, by adopting it with Chinese pronunciation (on-yomi) and by replacing it with Japanese
(kun-yomi). The results of the above research have already been published in a monograph, “Ancient
Japanese Characters and Notation" (Kacho-sha 2021).
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