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i ) _ This study investigates the relationships between part-whole relations and
their syntactic forms in English and Japanese. The major results of this study have converged on

the following three points. (i) A partitive whose of-NP is indefinite (e.g., one of many applicants)
expresses a proportion in a parallel manner to that of the A out of B construction (e.g., one out
of many applicants). (ii) When its antecedent is an NP that includes subjective evaluation such as a
cute cat, "one of them" may express a type that abstracts the subjective property, e.g., cats of
the same breed. (iii) A quantifier-floating sentence in Japanese may have a proportional
interpretation between the floating quantifier (FQ) and its antecedent. Since proportional
interpretations are obtained by means of the comparison between a set expressed by the antecedent of

the FQ and its subset expressed by the FQ, a number conflict is avoidable, which would occur when
those sets are interpreted individually.
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Only one of many applicants passed the test (Reed 1989: 421)
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Late homework assignments are impossible to grade, and there are {many of them /
*many of the late assignments}. (Wilkinson 1996: 222)
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A: You have a cute cat.
B: I'll buy another one of them soon.
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A: You have a cute cat.
B: I will buy another one of them soon.
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A: What kind of teacher is she?
B1: She is a teacher of English. B2: She is a kind teacher.
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