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Comparative syntax of Japanese and English from the perspective of evidentiality
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Languages can be divided into two groups in terms of evidentiality: one is
rich with evidential markers which provide the source of information, and the other is not. Both
Japanese and English are considered to be in the latter group. This research showed that elements
that do not appear to be evidential markers in Japanese can have influence on grammaticality. For
example, "-teiru," which expresses something in progress, can be a kind of evidential marker which
shows the fact that the speaker is conveying the information that something is happening right in
front of him/her. We showed it may affect grammaticality judgement of sentences.
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