©
2019 2023

An Empirical and Theoretical Study on the English Indefinite Article and its
Related Constructions

Ibaraki, Seishirou

1,800,000

RP

an

This study investigated the emergence and development of the indefinite
article and post genitive with the indefinite article in the history of English using historical
corpora to examine their distribution in each period, and discussed the facts revealed in the study
using the framework of generative grammar theory. The results show that the emergence of the
indefinite article coincided with that of post genitives, which suggests that the post genitive
emerged at the time when the English determiner system began to be established. Regarding these
developments, the process of the emergence of the post genitive was analyzed by adopting the RP
structure based on the change in the genitive case assignment system.
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