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An analysis of the discourse functions of though clauses in spoken English
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Based on the data collected from the spoken section of the Corpus of

Contemporary America English, the present study revealed the following seven points. First, though
clauses, which have traditionally been classified as subordinate clauses, can be used independently
without their main clause. Second, independent though clauses can fulfill three functions, i.e.,
rectifying concessive, disagreement, and introducing additional information. Third, though which
introduces an independent clause can be analyzed as a discourse marker. Fourth, the developmental
process of independent though does not conform to the unidirectional cline of clause-combining
constructions. Fifth, independent though clauses are far less frequent that independent although

clauses. Finally, independent though clauses are more restricted than independent although clauses
in the kinds of usages.
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JOANNE LIPMAN: So what we see with the newest numbers is that personal income is actually
up.3 percent.

CHRISWRAGGE: Yeah.

JOANNE LIPMAN: Though when you factor in inflation it's only up.1 percent.

though
though

ABBY-WAMBACH: (...) And, you know, | had to ask myself that very hard question is - am | still
bringing value to thisteam, so much so that they - that | want to still participate
and be on it?

TERRY-GROSS: Though you stayed in the game for four more years.

though
GLEN-HOWARD: | would disagree. (...) There's no revolving door between the Middle East
and Chechnya, certainly not now.
MARGARET-WARNER: Though quite a few Chechens have certainly been arrested or killed in
both Afghanistan and Pakistan?
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MORALES: We'rethe only species that really French kisses, too. (...)

GEIST: | don't think so. What about-—
MORALES: | don't think you see monkeys French kissing and dogs-
HALL: Well, they don't speak French.

MORALES: Although my dog sometimes triesto French kiss me, right.
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JOHN-EARL: It's so - it's so fun, people watching and the questions they ask. | just watch their
reactions.

SMITH: Though what's even funnier is how John Earl, this musician and artist who dropped
out of college after two weeks, is now on Boston's most fashionable strip selling these
t-shirts(...)
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