©
2019 2023

On the relation between marked constructions and grammatical systems in English
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This study examined the following four bizarre constructions in English and
Japanese from a semanticopragmatic perspective, and considered whether their idiosyncrasies can be
motivated in a principled way: (i) constructions functionally specialized as non-communicative
expressions; (i1) main clause phenomena without morphological tense; (iii) constructions with fake
objects; and (iv) "discontinuous" lexical expressions in which the case particle NO occurs
wordmedially. It showed that the semanticopragmatic peculiarities of these phenomena are motivated
in light of the general grammatical properties of the two languages.
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