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The aim of the research is to examine semantic and pragmatic relationships
between the English relative clause and the main clause based on a variety of case studies. It
focuses mainly on the utterance interpretations of the nonrestrictive relative clause and its
relative pronoun "which."

The research has found that three characteristics are involved in the use of the nonrestrictive "
Which™ clause that appears as an independent clause. First, the "Which™ clause is more likely to be
used in a conversation because of several features compatible with the environment where real-time,
time-limited information processing is required. Second, the independent "Which™ clause has similar
discourse-functional properties to the topicalized sentence, which is common in spoken English.
Third, the relative pronoun "which" has different referential properties from the synonymous

pronouns "it" and "that,” and they cause "which™ to have its own way of expressing the speaker®s
intentions.
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(a) A: Well—the good news for the environmentalists is the bike runs on unleaded.
B: Mhm.
A: Which is good news. Cos like that’ s—not so expensive.
(Biber et al. 1999: 223)
(b)" We can take one or two clouds on our Christmas cheer... Speaking of which,

where’ s Bill? | want to wish him season’ s greetings.’ (BNC Online)
which Which
Biber et al. (1999)
(Because )
Which
Which
Which
Which
Carter and
McCarthy (2006: 168)
1
Which Which It/That
()Which (ii)Which
(iii)Which
(iv) Which
4
() © (©) A
B Which B A
A Which

(c) A: 1 think he has a partial tear on one of his lungs, maybe other internal organs.
B: Which... which means what?
A: It means that he needs surgery. (COCA, 2010, TV)

(i) ) (e) Which
Which

(d) 1 put in the day on the job, which | like, and 1 go home at night. That I also
like. (Biber et al. 1999: 900)
(e) Then he offered me an additional $2,000 if I could convince her. Which I did.
(COCA, 2001, MOV)

(i) Which
assumption
(f) speaking of which

(f) REVA: (...) I mean, I know it’ s the kid that’ s on trial, but Mr. Spaulding
really seems to be the one that they’ re going after. GRACE: Don’ t you worry
about Mr. Spaulding. Oh, speaking of which, 1 have to get back. It was nice

talking to you. (SOAP, 2008 ( 2017))
(iv) which it/that
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