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The purpose of this project is to examine the language of the
eleventh-century manuscripts of Aelfric’ s Grammar, thus revealing the linguistic variation among
the manuscripts which are inaccessible in existing printed editions and electronic corpora. This
project reveals the following two facts: (1) Looking closely at the language of the three
manuscripts which are known to contain south-eastern spellings, they include non-standard dialectal
elements which are not observed in the edited text of Zupitza (1880). (2) A close examination of the

eleventh-century manuscripts shows that there are six forms of the third person plural nominative
and their frequency varies from manuscript to manuscript.
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