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How to use language arts textbooks to enhance the writing skills of
German-Japanese bilingual pupils
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In this study, we developed a teaching method to enhance the writing skills
of German-Japanese bilingual pupils who learn Japanese as a heritage language. Based on an analysis
of Japanese and German language arts textbooks, our method focuses on text genres that are common to

both languages. It aims at fostering the transfer of pupil™s genre knowledge acquired in German to
Japanese writing. Furthermore, writing activities are closely connected with reading materials, as
well as grammar and vocabulary learning, which can provide appropriate linguistic resources to
compose particular text genres. We have tested this method at a Japanese supplementary school in
Germany. The results showed the usefulness of this method and further practical suggestions for
effective instruction have also been obtained.
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