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This study evaluates how Japanese English learners perceive cooperative
learning (CL) elements in the course of a group activity. Analyzing the responses to a questionnaire
survey and students’ weekly journal entries, we assessed how students’ perceptions of CL elements
varied and what individual differences in students’ attitudes towards CL arose as the project
progressed. Our analysis of the survey results indicates that all five elements, particularly
positive interdependence and face-to-face promotive interaction, were considered well implemented in
the activity. In weekly journal entries, students focused on individual accountability and
face-to-face promotive interaction. Notably, elements with high mean scores on the survey,
indicating strongly positive perception, were not commensurately mentioned in journals, while the
element with the lowest mean score (individual accountability) was mentioned most often in journals.
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