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A Study on the Acquisition Process of Hangul Reading and Writing and Individual
Differences Among L2 Learners
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A survey using online tests was conducted to explore individual differences
among Japanese learners of Korean in their ability to learn Hangul and the challenges they faced
with different types of characters. The test included seven distinct question types where
participants listened to audio and selected the correct character from four options. The findings
revealed that a small group of learners consistently achieved low scores, even on easier questions,
indicating significant difficulties in learning Hangul. Additionally, certain character types,
particularly combinations of the semivowel /w/ with a vowel, consistently yielded lower correct
response rates. This suggests that the limited transparency of some Hangul characters likely

influenced these results. A subsequent study also investigated the acquisition of word spellings
governed by phonological rules.
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