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This work aims to review, consider and improve the teaching of foreign
languages in university education from gender studies, focusing on the teaching of Spanish as a
foreign language (ELE). In ELE classrooms, especially at the initial level, students find themselves

in a situation that practically forces them to show their gender identity or the sex assigned at

birth, presenting themselves in Spanish that they have just begun. For most it is not a complicated
situation. However, it can cause some concern or anxiety, especially for some people who feel
discomfort or disagreement between their gender identity and the one assigned at birth. In other
words, Spanish classes, especially at the initial level, can become an unsafe space for LBGTQ+
people. This is the starting point of this work. These themes are explored alongside research on
gender-inclusive uses of various languages and their ideologies.
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