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Second language acquisition of speech with paralinguistic information:
production and perception of German modal particles

Ikoma, Miki
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In everyday German, words such as "denn® and "schon® are used to express the
speaker®s intentions and emotions, i.e. paralinguistic information such as "conviction® and "
refutation®. In this study, we analysed how Japanese native speakers acquire utterances containing
intentions while learning German, both in terms of production and perception. The results showed
that learning German had an influence on the perception of utterances indicating "refutation®, and
that learners were able to perceive "refutation® utterances more accurately than non-learners, even
immediately after starting to learn German as a foreign language. Learners® utterances more than two
years after the start of learning showed some prosodic features similar to those of native German
speakers, especially with regard to duration and intensity, compared to those immediately after the
start of learning.
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