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The research achievements from this grant, to this point, include one
publication (Kindt, 2021), which shows the benefits of following sociocultural theory and
conversation analysis to examine one student®s representative displays of analytical skill
development in a longitudinal collection of excerpts from her L2 production. In addition, five
papers were presented at academic conferences. Insights related to L2 development include how: (1)
multimodal awareness in analyses of learners’ own L2 interaction emerges, (2) learners co-construct

multimodal analyses of L2, (3) analytical skill development are displayed, (4) the nature of peer
roles emerge in collaborative learning, and (5) skills related to acquiescing to and asserting
epistemic stance can be learned. This publication and papers show that instruction based on
near-peer model materials, which are used following a recursive pedagogy, can support the awareness
and development of interactional and analytical skills in L2.
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1. WFZEBRLA Y D15 5 (background to the study)

Japanese students are often stereotyped as reticent or incapable of actively engaging in speaking
activities requiring interactive English skills. With insights from sociocultural theory and conversation
analysis, a variety of tools and procedures to promote interpersonal interaction in instructed L2
learning was developed. These included the use of peer model materials (the use of previous students’
language production in designing materials), recursive practice (multiple opportunities for meaningful
practice), video recordings (both online and in-person) (capturing samples of student production for
subsequent analysis), and both peer and collective editing (feedback that targets remaining needs) in

supporting interactional skill development.

2. W9ED BHY (purpose of the study)

In the early stages, the purpose of this research was to explore the nature and development of
interactional competence over time in an EFL classroom at a Japanese university using materials and
pedagogy related to sociocultural theory and conversation analysis. The research plan assumed that
learners could benefit from activities done by their peers in years’ past, a particular type of recursive
practice focusing on real meaning, multiple video recordings focusing on skills development,
comments on excerpts from those recordings from peers, and collective feedback returned from the
instructor would support learners’ development. It was assumed that this procedure would help
overcome some of the issues related to instructed second-language learning in promoting interactive
language skills, particularly in supporting students in being able to recognize effective aspects of their
productive skills and areas for improvement and allowing peers to also learn from these insights during

analytical sharing sessions.

3. WD ik (research methodology)

The methodology of this research followed a sociocognitive, CA-informed approach that focused on
the following questions: (1) How do learners’ display analytical skills in their own L2?, (2) What is
the nature of learner co-construction of analyses in sharing excerpts of their own L27?, (3) How do
learners’ multimodal awareness develop longitudinally with peer models and recursive practice?, and
(4) In what ways do learners acquiesce and assert themselves in L2? Data was collected from 20
participants meeting weekly 15 times for 90 minutes. Videos of recursive practice were recorded, and
representative excerpts chosen to display skill development. These excerpts were transcribed
following CA conventions and analyzed for effectiveness and ineffectiveness in employing skills.
Skills development in focus included awareness of multimodal communicative modes (vocal,
nonvocal, and material), acquiescing, downgrading, and asserting epistemic stance, and co-construct

of analyses with peers.

4. WFSEECR (research results)

Findings showed that peer model materials and recursive pedagogy had a positive effect on learners’



skill development. Over time, the number and types of analytical skills related to multiple modes that
they displayed increased. Also, with multiple opportunities, learners were able to better support one
another in being able to effectively co-construct analyses of excerpts of their own production. What is
more, they became more skilled at knowing when to acquiesce more, downgrade, or be more assertive
in promoting their analyses. These findings helped solidify the materials/pedagogy examined in this

study, which will support further instruction and research in the future.
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