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Development of instructional methods to encourage English language learners to
recognize errors in verb argument structure
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The effectiveness of instructional methods aimed at promoting awareness of
errors in verb argument structure among Japanese learners of English was empirically investigated
through the collection of speech data. The results of the experiment revealed that, in the case of
errors related to intransitive and transitive verb argument structure, learners were able to
recognize their own errors in most cases. Once they became aware and understood the appropriate
forms of the verbs, they were able to use the verbs with the correct argument structure in
subsequent speech. Furthermore, the study shed light on the specific intransitive verbs that
Japanese learners of English tend to overgeneralize the passive voice with, as well as the extent to

which the animacy of the subject influences this phenomenon.



* An accident was happened.

+ disappear, fall, happen + +
accept, hire, publish *The magician disappeared the
rabbit. :*He published.
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(1) LEs
2
JLEs
arrive, disappear, fall, happen My wallet has disappeared.
accept, hire, publish, reject Nancy accepted the proposal.
break, close, melt, open The vase broke./ | broke the vase.
1 JLEs
3 many car accidents happen
Many car accidents happened last night.
JLEs Many car accidents were happened last night.
2. 1 JLEs
3.
4,
JLEs
JLEs
(4 : appear, arrive, rise, exist, remain, fall, depart, emerge, die, belong

5) : hire, accept, invite, damage, destroy, publish, reject, build, promote, read
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