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Historiographical study of original glass plate photographs from the end of the
Edo period and the beginning of the Meiji period based on high-resolution

digital image analysis.
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In this study, we compared and verified the high-resolution image
information from original glass plate photographs whose provenance and transmission are certain, and
the information as “ objects” contained in the original glass plate photographs. This established
a methodology for rigorous historical identification based on original glass plates, and clarified
the definition of old photographs as more credible historical materials. Based on the results of
this study, we have promoted analysis and historiographical research and investigation using
high-resolution digital photography of original glass plates related to Japan, both in Japan and
overseas. In addition, we have publicized and disseminated the results of our research by holding

exhibitions and study group meetings.
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