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A study of multi-layered and compound shidafu network in Song society

HIRATA, SHIGEKI

3,300,000

Using the letters of Song dynasty elites as clues, this study examines their
networks and communication and reveals the following. (1) The elites of the Song dynasty used

different networks to communicate with each other at different levels of society, such as
central,” *“ road,” “ state,” and “ prefecture,” which existed above the base society based on
blood and land ties. (2) In addition to direct exchanges, they also used letters as an important
means of communication, with “ Shu " and “ Qi ” dominating in terms of quantity. (3) While the
former was used both publicly and privately, the “ Qi” was more like a ceremonial greeting and
functioned as a lubricant for the elites. (4) From both of them, we can also read the so-called “
collective spirit” common to the elites of the time.
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