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This research project aimed to extract and decipher Tangut-language
descriptions in administrative and legal documents related to the local government offices of the Xi
Xia Kingdom. The objective was to understand the operations of the local government offices and how
the Xi Xia attempted to control the region. The Xi Xia divided the region into more than a dozen
districts, each of which had a local military department and a number of government offices called
“ Jing-lue.” The administrative and legal documents revealed that the Jing-lue served as
intermediaries for relaying reports and inquiries regarding the personnel matters of military
officers from multiple neighbouring local military departments to the central government. The
Jing-lue also communicated instructions from the central government to the local military
departments, thus functioning as interdepartmental liaisons.
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