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In which sense was the Russian Empire an autocratic state?
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(DIt has been maintained that the defeat of the Crimean War was the main
cause of the emancipation of the serfs and the Great reforms by Alexander 11. But my research
reveals that the failure of economic policy after the Crimean War was the decisive factor: the
reduction of interest rates on public bonds on July 20, 1857, which was adopted as a method of
disposing of the fiscal deficit accumulated during the Crimean War, became a fatal monetary policy,
and national bankruptcy became a reality. Therefore, by abolishing state loans with serfs as
mortgages, the Russian landed nobility and gentry accepted the implementation of the emancipation.
(2)The emperor Alexander Il himself did not necessarily had his own ideas about the emancipation of
the serfs, and he left the creation of a concrete plan to a committee of experts. He took the
initiative at important milestones such as persuading the nobles, and shifting from a landless
liberation plan to a landed liberation plan.
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