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The recent scholarship of European military history has shed a light on the

wide-ranging military reforms planned and realized in the ancien-regime France and Germany (military
enlightenment), while very little attention has been paid to the case in the British Isles. The aim
of this study was to examine the development of this phenomenon in long-eighteenth-century Britain
and Ireland. The focus was on three major elements of the ‘ military enlightenment’ : 1. military
skills, theory and education, 2. religion and morality in the armed forces, 3. military medicine. By
closely examining what reform was planned in each sphere and how it was carried into practice, the
study pointed out some key features of the British military enlightenment.
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