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1  Comacchio lost its status as a * nodal point’ of Mediterranean
commerce once it was defeated in a struggle with Venice in the first half of the 10th century. It
was later resettled on the basis of saltworks and fish farms, and achieved sustainable growth as a
small city supporting the local economy of the delta region, up to the present day. It coexisted
with the international commercial function of Venice. 2 The Archbishop of Ravenna and the Abbey
of Pomposa were first and foremost rural lords based on the management of their estates, but the
former was interested in and controlled the saltworks of Cervia and its salt commerce from the 11th
century onwards. 3 The Adriatic coast on the eastern side of the Italian peninsula was originally

* non-Frankish World’ , and the small settlements there were still influenced by the political and
socio-economic sphere of the Byzantine Empire.
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