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This project investigated the expatriate German-speaking community in Meiji
Japan as a site of cross-cultural relocation of scientific knowledge and practices. In this period,
Japan experienced sweeping changes in its socio-political structure and learned practices. The
rapidly modernising state attracted thousands of European and American scholars, who found
employment as Yatoi, foreign specialist advisers hired by the government or private firms. Tokyo
became home to a vibrant colony of expatriate intellectuals, to which the German-speaking scholars
introduced an innovative and unorthodox associational culture of science. Amongst the institutions,
the German Society for the Study of Nature and Ethnology of East Asia (Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer
Natur- und Voelkerkunde Ostasiens), a scientific association founded in 1873, figured as the social
hub of the Germanophone community, and a key site for the cross-cultural transfer and translation of
scientific knowledge and practices.
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