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A study on the continuity of Jomon large legume in the Chubu Mountains in Japan

Aida, Susumu
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Seed impressions were found on pottery excavated from the Eriana site, where
settlements were located during the Middle, Late, and Final Jomon periods, and through the cast and
identify the species of the impressions by the replica method, 1160 seed impressions could be

extracted. We found that the genus soybean, which became large in the Middle Jomon period, appears
to have been continuously used until the Final Jomon period. We were also able to confirm the
emergence of common millet and foxtail millet in a detailed pottery-type stage at the end of the
Final Jomon period. It is significant that large soybean species were found at the same village site
from the Middle to the Final Jomon period. In addition, carbon and nitrogen isotope ratio analysis
of charred material attached to pottery vessels confirmed the emergence of functional
differentiation of plant food preparation in large and small deep-bowl pottery vessels of the Middle
Jomon period.
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Hiroo Nasu, Seiji Nakayama, Takashi Sano, Tatsuya Ota

Domestication process of soybean and azuki bean by Jomon sedentary hunter-gatherers in Japanese archipelago 19th Conference
of the International Workgroup for Palaeoethnobotany
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