©
2019 2023

Biological specimens collected in Okinawa during the occupation period: research
towards their exploration and utilization
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Biological specimens collected in Okinawa in 1945-46 and housed in museums
in the USA were surveyed and identified, totaling approximately 780 specimens, mainly molluscs,
other invertebrates, amphibians and reptiles. Many of them were collected as part of endemic disease

surveys in the invaded areas by the US military. On the other hand, specimens collected by soldiers
off duty, or presumed to have been collected under such circumstances, were also identified. The
activity of the Naval Medical Research Unit No. 2, which was central of the former group, was
clarified from official documents and other sources. In addition, by identifying the name of the
collection site on the specimen labels using US military tactical maps, a species distribution map
and list of local biota were created. The natural environment at that time was inferred from the the
habitat requirements of these organisms, and the changes in those environments during the postwar

period were discussed.
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