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This study examined how societies dealt with the bodies of victims of three
major disasters: the Great East Japan Earthquake, the Indian Tsunami in Indonesia, and the French
Heatwave. The research covered a wide range of issues, including the disposal of bodies, burials,
memorials and commemorations of victims, and psychological support for survivors. Qualitative
research was conducted with survivors, family members of victims, first responders, religious
leaders, funeral directors, and local authorities disposing of victims® bodies. The researcher also
carried out archival research in the facilities of government and other organisations involved in
the management and remembrace of the victims. The data allowed us to identify successes and failures

in handling such "mass death incidents” in different cultures and societies. The lessons learned
from this study will be helpful in preparing for handling tens of thousands of bodies in future

Nankai and Tokyo earthquakes.
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