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During the French Revolution, law was seen as a Rousseauian expression of
the general will, and the will of legal subjects was taken as the basis for relations of rights and
duties, but law as general will is not necessarily based on the actual will of its members. After
late 19th century, the socio-legal sphere begun to develop. In the theory of solidarity at the fin
de siecle, the law is based on a hypothetical agreement that would be reached if the members
consulted each other on free and equal terms, based on the idea of a "quasi-contract”. The liberal
legal structure of the revolutionary period and the socio-legal structure of the fin de siecle are
in fact both based on a hypothetical will, and they share common characteristics.
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