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The aims of this study were (1) to elucidate the processes of the
transformation of rules in changing markets by phylogenetic methods, and (2) to explore the factors
underlying these processes. The ultimate objective was to prepare the ground for discussions on
desirable market rules, by empirically identifying the factors behind the diffusion, transformation,

and disappearance of rules regulating market transactions.
Over the three-year period of this study, both historical materials and current data related to the
processes of transition of various rules in market and non-market domains were collected. In
addition, several online surveys and experiments were conducted during the final year of the study.
Some of the findings from the materials and the data have already been published, but further
analysis and publication of the results will be continued after the end of the research period.
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