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This study examined the legal structure of the principle of the prohibition
of the use of force by reviewing the debate in the interwar period, the drafting process of the UN
Charter and recent practices. As a result, the following remarks were identified: in the drafting
process of the UN Charter, there was a consistent US conception that the use of force compatible
with the objectives of the UN could be permitted, but that this would be left to the ex post facto
judgement of the Security Council; on the other hand, at the San Francisco Conference, there was an
understanding that unilateral use of force, except as stipulated in the Charter, was not permitted;
there was no agreement on these differences; and that even in recent practices, the above mentioned
two understandings can be found unresolved.
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