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This research project focuses on the Japanese criminal justice policy with
harsher punishment from the viewpoint of a political scientist. Although previous literature tend
to explain harshness of the recent criminal policy in Japan by the "penal populism" theory,
empirical problems remain to be solved. The research project shows a political aspect of harsher
criminal justice policy by abstracting acts with harsher punishment from all legislation from 1990
to 2016 and by tracing the process of some acts.
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