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Research on municipal mergers in France and the function of intra-urban
authority organizations in the expanded post-merger space
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i i The number of municipalities in France has long hovered around 36,500
without any progress in mergers, but the rapid increase in mergers in 2016-17 brought that number

down to just under 35,000. This study examined the new municipal merger system (2010) in this
context, as well as the functioning of "neighborhood councils™ (which must legally be established in
municipalities with 80,000 or more residents) in the larger administrative space that emerges after
a merger, and how merged municipalities designe the "neighborhood councils™ to meet the needs of
their residents. In order to obtain information in the new municipalities of more than 80,000
inhabitants, | visited the town halls of Cherbourg-en-Cotentin and Annecy and conducted interviews.
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