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A Comparative Case Study of Regional Political Processes Concerning the
Resumption of Nuclear Power Plant Operations
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By comparing the cases of Kyushu Electric Power"s Sendai and Genkai nuclear
power plants and Shikoku Electric Power"s lkata nuclear power plant, this study (1) typified common
aspects of the nuclear power plant restart process and (2) identified common elements in the
formation of consensus for restarting the plants. Furthermore, (3) as a result of the study, it
became clear that the issue of restarting nuclear power plants was not a substantive issue in the
gubernatorial election, and this point could not be summarized in a paper or other means. Based on
the above, it can be said that this study contributed to the development of research on municipal
political processes through a comparative study of three cases of consensus building within and
among municipalities over the issue of restarting nuclear power plant operations.
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* Considering Cases about Local Political Process in Restarting Operation of Nuclear
Power Plant in Japan’ , GS02.14 New Approaches to Understand Japanese Politics, Jul.
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