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France was caught between international and EU law on the one hand, and
domestic political opinion on the other hand. Within the government, the Ministry of the Interior
expressed its opinion on immigration from the strictly security standpoint, while the French
Development Cooperation Agency worked with NGOs to support refugee and immigrant settlement not only

outside France but also within France. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs was the intermediary between
the two agents, coordinating France"s international position. In the EU, we found that the European
External Action Service initiated security-oriented policy in cooperation with the Commission®s
humanitarian office (ECHO)and development cooperation office (INTPA).
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