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In this research, we conducted a randomized controlled trial (RCT) regarding

the dissemination of information on an environmentally friendly agriculture certification and
government subsidy program. The main results are as follows. From the RCT (the implementation of
training workshops) in five villages in the Central Province of Sri Lanka, we found that the
participation of key farmers, who are the hubs of the village networks, increased the knowledge and
participation rate of non-invitees in the workshops by approximately 131% and 113% above average,
respectively. These results indicate that the participation of central figures is essential for
network-based agricultural extension to diffuse information on new technologies and facilitate their
actual adoption.
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