©
2019 2023

Safety-conscious restructuring of the perinatal care delivery system
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In order to understand the perinatal medical care delivery system in each
prefecture, we surveyed the current status of delivery facilities in each area, measured the travel
distance from the representative point of users to delivery facilities, and conducted a feasibility
study on consolidation. The survey covered three prefectures in Kansai (Shiga, Kyoto, Hyogo), three
prefectures in Kansai (Osaka, Nara, Wakayama), five prefectures in Chugoku (Tottori, Shimane,
Okayama, Hiroshima, Yamaguchi), four prefectures in Shikoku (Tokushima, Kagawa, Ehime, Kochi), and
four prefectures in Kyushu (Fukuoka, Saga, Nagasaki, Oita).

Travel distances tended to be shorter in secondary medical care areas with a high number of births
and longer in secondary medical care areas with a low number of births. Some centers (comprehensive
and regional perinatal maternal and child care centers) did not reach the “ desirable level” of the

number of physicians.
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