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This study examines patent management of multinational enterprises and its
impact on international technology transfer and research and development, through case studies of
pre-World War Il electrical and electronics manufacturers. The results revealed that patent
management controls and regulates not only cross-border technology and knowledge transfers, but also

transactions across corporate boundaries. It also became clear that the patent management
department plays a role in organizing the flow of technology and knowledge within and outside the

company on a global scale and facilitating research and development.
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