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Women"s farm succession and land ownership in a leading gender equality country
in Europe: A case study in Austria
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Austria has traditionally practiced family farming with generational
succession favoring sons, but today, 31% of farm managers are women and 64% of women farmers own
farms. The Civil Code provides for equal inheritance, but a special provision for exclusive
inheritance was established for farm succession, which prohibits farm division as much as possible.
A farm transfer contract is concluded when a parent receives a pension, and if the successor has a
spouse at that time, the farm can be jointly owned by husband and wife. Semi-structured interviews
with 14 women farmers revealed that while female successors received agricultural training during
their socialization process, the wives of successors tended to be co-managers but not co-owners of
the farm unless they obtained a professional certification in agriculture that was sufficient to
finance and contribute to the farm management. Even in developed areas, women face difficulties in
farm ownership.
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