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A Study on the Influence of the One-Child Generation on the Transformation of
Parent-Child and Kinship Relationships in China

SHI, Liping
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Forty onlﬁ daughters born and raised in Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province, China,
were interviewed to investigate the marriage and childbearing of only daughters and the
intergenerational relationship between only daughters and their parents. Although it has been a
common theory in previous studies that the birth of the only-child generation and the emergence of
large numbers of only-daughter households have led to a bicentennialization of the patrilineal
kinship norm in China, this study verified that the patrilineal kinship norm is still maintained in
Chinese society. It was also revealed that the parental and child generations are based on the
principle of mutual support, with parents expecting their children to provide future support and
care for them, but also being heavily involved in their children®s life events.
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