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This study examines the condition and background of the village women’ s
status change in the post-war Japanese rural society. The arguing point is contextual functions of
women®s associations. The study team performed two field research. One is interview survey with
ex-members of the movement for the improvement of living conditions. The interviews were implemented

at lga city. The team investigated the cases some ex-members showed commitment as the leaders for
the local revitalization events. Meanwhile it clarified other ex-members rarely showed the
commitment. The other is the research on armature puppet-play circles. The research was performed at

lida city and other some locations. The team interviewed with the circle members and did
participant observation in the circle activities. It explored the social contributions of the circle
activities for the local revitalization and recognized that the popularity of the circle brings
good effects to the circle members’ social position.
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