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The Structure of Community Child-Raising in a Military Port City: An Analysis
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This study clarified the reality and characteristics of “ community
child-raising” in the former military port city of Kure as it transitioned from wartime to the
postwar reconstruction period based on oral histories from local residents. We analyzed the
architectural and urban living spaces that influenced child-raising to examine the structure of
community child-raising established in Kure. The results show that community child-raising in Kure
was developed as part of the functions of the military port city, which served as a naval base, and
continued as an urban function even after defeat in the war. Children were raised in an environment
shaped by institutional aspects and policies unique to military port cities, such as an educational
environment, physical surroundings, and a changing social environment due to the influx and outflow
of diverse human resources. As a result, children underwent learning and encountered diversity from
a broad perspective.
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