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Why does personal photographic culture continue to thrive so much today? In
this study, we actively rethink this photographic culture as a medium for the maintenance of the
self and use image analysis and theoretical research to clarify its social function. In contemporary

society, photography, as a medium for the self, is changing the content of its social function. As
a result, photography is actively used as a medium that supports the self as constituted by
aesthetic sensations and emotions (aesthetic reflexivity) rather than as a medium that supports the
self as constructed by language/narrative (cognitive reflexivity), and the specific content of its
aesthetic reflexivity is changing in response to social conditions.
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