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Understanding wholistic health of Rohingya refugee women in Bangladesh:
Perspective of medical pluralism
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In 2017, Rohingya people fled their homes in Myanmar to find refuge in Cox
s Bazar, Chittagong, Bangladesh. An estimated one million Rohingya refugees are now living in the
camps and the host community there. The purpose of the study is, through field visits, interviews,
and other qualitative research methods such as the cultural domain analysis, to explore
health/treatment seeking behavior of the refugees and the local residents in the host community. The
study revealed that village doctors and a traditional healer in the community play a major role
whereas big government hospitals are perceived reliable when they are sick. At the same time, we
found that the treatment-seeking behavior of refugees differs slightly from that of the local
residents, and that how easy it is for refugee women in particular to observe the pardha seems to
influence their behavior.



2017 8 60
1,2
1982
1,3
1,3
2017 8 25
3 4 UNHCR
97 8,003 2024 3 31 4
2
2020
3
2019 12 2020 1 10
2023 6 8 2 3 Cultural Domain
Analysis paired comparison
2
4
—2020
2019 2020
NGO IOM
Upazila Health Complex District Hospital
2
IUD
24.5% 30%

40% S
6 NGO



75.2% 72% 86.7% 70%’
53.4 49.4% 67.7% 18%’
(Women’s Friendly Space  Women’s Rest House
12 13
10 49
5
Women'’s Friendly Space
20 24 15
15.5% 14.2 15.9 3.1% 3.3%
3.1% 7
27
2020 2023
2022 8
NGO
2023 3 4 11—Balukhali
2,800
5 2023 3 9 10
8
Cox’s bazar RAMU Khuniapalong Khedar
40
20 20 24
16 13
1 2 1
NGO 7 20
20 paired comparison
40
20 160



MD.
Cox’s Bazar
Cox’s Bazar
Ukhia
Ukhia
MD.
9
6
7
2
2
Cox’s Bazar 2




Cox’s Bazar
MD.
Cox’s Bazar
MD. Ukhia
Ukhia
RAMU
2
Cox’s Bazar Ukhia
Cox’s Bazar
Ukhia 2
15
(NGO )
1. - 2021
2. —
2019
3. 100 2019
4, Joint Government of Bangladesh — UNHCR Population Factsheet (as of 31 March,
2024)
5 The World Bank Group. The Cox’s Bazar Panel Survey. 2019.
6. UNDP. Impact of Rohingya Refugee Influx on Host Community. November 2018.
7. UNICEF. Progotir Pathey Bangladesh: Bangladesh Multiple Indicator Cluster

Survey 2019.
Protom Alo 2023 2 22 2 26 3 12 3 23




(Misago Chizuru)

(70342889)

(32642)

2024 3




