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In this study, in addition to the background of the global diffusion of
numerical indicators for education and research evaluation, we also addressed misunderstandings and
misuse of these indicators, and aimed to clarify the social background and both positive and
negative effects of these indicators. In addition to the literature survey, interviews were
conducted in Japan and overseas (Canada and Taiwan). As a result, we found a trend in Japan toward
the adoption of not only impact factor and other indicators, but also university-specific KPIs for
hiring and promotion of faculty members. It was also suggested that the diffusion of these
indicators differs greatly depending on the type of establishment of the university and the field of

research. In the future, we plan to conduct a comparative case study analysis with these
differences in mind.
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