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Establishing the contemporary sociology of time: Conceptions of social time
elucidated via integration of axiomatic method and theoretical, historical, and
applied studies
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This research project a) elucidated the axiomatic systems of the concept of
social time (Sorokin & Merton), the four i1deal types of time (Mita), and the time concept in
sociological systems theory (Luhmann), b) clarified a part of the history of the sociology of time
in terms of “ social time” , c¢) clarified the relationship between collectivity, individuality and
social time on the basis of the time theory of Halbwachs and Durkheim, d) indicated the
potentialities of Luhmann’ s conception of time as communication medium and its forms, e) elucidated
that the idea of Indefinite Progress had been always contested by such ideas as Regress and Cycle
in the nineteenth century Western thought, f) interpreted Mita’ s theory of nihilism as a question
of modern sense of instrumentalism and exchange value.
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